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Basic Tenets of Christianity
Basic Tenets of Christianity

1. God is perfect.
2. God created human beings.
3. God gave human beings free will.

4. Human beings chose to sin; to give
into their sinful desires.

5. God despises sin.

6. The wages of sin is death. God
cannot have sin in His presence. It is
abhorrent to Him. Therefore, the
consequence of our sin is eternity in
Hell. God is a just God and,
therefore, must punish sin.

7. God created a way for our sins to be
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removed from us.

8. God became a man in the form of
His Son, Jesus Christ, to take the
punishment for our sins by dying on
a cross. Only the sacrifice of
perfection can wipe away our
imperfection. God showed that He
accepted Jesus' sacrifice by bringing
Him back to life three days later.

9. God wants us to humble ourselves,
confess our sins to Him,
acknowledge our need for His
forgiveness, and ask Him to save us
through the payment that Jesus made
for our sins.

If we are sincerely humble and want
God to save us and change us, He
will. He will forgive us. He will
grant us repentance (turn us away
from our sinful desires). He will
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give us faith in Jesus and the
payment He made for our sins. He
will also give us eternal life, starting
from the moment He saves us and
continuing for all eternity. After this
life is over, we'll spend forever in
Heaven with Him.

He will also give us a down-payment
on our inheritance in Heaven, His
Holy Spirit. That's right, God's Spirit
will live inside of us. We will know
we are saved, not because of a
momentary emotional experience,
but because we have God's Spirit
living in us every moment; and God's
Spirit changes who we are.

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation. The old things
have passed away. Behold, all
things have become new.

-- 2 Corinthians 5:17
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We will no longer live by the flesh,
desiring the things of the flesh. We
will want to serve God and do His
will. We will not make excuses for
our sins, defend our sins, or try to see
what we can get away with. We will
not chase after sin. We will not dive
into sin.

If, on occasion, we fall into sin
because of the impulse of our sinful
nature, we will confess our sins to
God and ask Him to forgive us and
help us to not sin against Him again.
We will not put ourselves in tempting
situation, we will not look at or listen
to sinful things, we will not spend
our time with people who willfully
sin against God and encourage us to
do the same.

We will read His Word, The Bible,
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every day, so that we'll know more
about Him and know what He
expects of His saved children. We
will read His Word so that the world
will not fool us with its lies. The
world tells us that all sorts of things
are acceptable, but these things
usually conflict with what God wants
us to do. We have to be reminded of
the truth every day in order to
counter the lies the world throws at
us every day.

We will pray and thank God for all
He's done for us and all He's given
us. We will ask Him for the strength
to resist temptation so that we do not
sin against Him.

Our greatest desire will be to serve,
submit to, and obey God, because
He's God, and because He saved us
through His Son, Jesus, and because

11
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He's changed us so completely that
these are the deepest desires of our
heart.

10. Because God wants all people to
repent and believe the Gospel, we
are to help others discover God's gift
of salvation through Jesus.

God offers us amnesty, through Jesus Christ,
from the just punishment for our crimes
against Him. We just need to stop fighting
God. Just give up.

This is not something that our pride likes to
hear. But our pride and the sins we cherish
so much are not worth an eternity of
punishment. We can tell ourselves that God
doesn't exist or that He wouldn't punish us;
but if we're honest, these are just things we
tell ourselves to quiet our conscience so we
can enjoy our sins.

12
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No sin in this world is worth an eternity in
Hell. Surrender to God and let Him save
you!

For more information, please visit
www.JesusForSinners.com and go to
“The Basics” section at the top of the page.
(www.JesusForSinners.com/blog/the-
basics/)
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Sin

Romans 5:12

Therefore as sin entered into the world
through one man, and death through sin; and
so death passed to all men, because all
sinned.

James 2:10

For whoever keeps the whole law, and yet
stumbles in one point, he has become guilty
of all.

Romans 3:23

for all have sinned, and fall short of the
glory of God;

15
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1 John 1:10

If we say that we haven’t sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Matthew 5:48

Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your
Father in heaven is perfect.

John 8:34

Jesus answered them, “Most certainly I tell
you, everyone who commits sin is the
bondservant of sin.”

John 8:47

He who is of God hears the words of God.
For this cause you don’t hear, because you

16
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are not of God.

Exodus 20:7

You shall not take the name of the LORD
your God in vain, for the LORD will not

leave him unpunished who takes His name
in vain. [NASB]

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Or don’t you know that the unrighteous will
not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t be
deceived. Neither the sexually immoral, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male
prostitutes, nor homosexuals, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor slanderers,
nor extortioners, will inherit the Kingdom of
God. Such were some of you, but you were
washed. But you were sanctified. But you

17



Sin

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and in the Spirit of our God.

Romans 1:28-32

Even as they refused to have God in their
knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not
fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness,
sexual immorality, wickedness,
covetousness, malice; full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit, evil habits, secret slanderers,
backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, haughty,
boastful, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, without
understanding, covenant breakers, without
natural affection, unforgiving, unmerciful;
who, knowing the ordinance of God, that
those who practice such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but also
approve of those who practice them.

18
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2 Timothy 3:1-5

But know this, that in the last days, grievous
times will come. For men will be lovers of
self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, unforgiving, slanderers, without
self-control, fierce, no lovers of good,
traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding a
form of godliness, but having denied its
power. Turn away from these, also.

Galatians 5:19-21

Now the works of the flesh are obvious,
which are: adultery, sexual immorality,
uncleanness, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery,
hatred, strife, jealousies, outbursts of anger,
rivalries, divisions, heresies, envyings,
murders, drunkenness, orgies, and things

19
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like these; of which I forewarn you, even as
I also forewarned you, that those who

practice such things will not inherit the
Kingdom of God.

1 Peter 4:1-5

Forasmuch then as Christ suffered for us in
the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same
mind; for he who has suffered in the flesh
has ceased from sin; that you no longer
should live the rest of your time in the flesh
for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.
For we have spent enough of our past time
doing the desire of the Gentiles, and having
walked in lewdness, lusts, drunken binges,
orgies, carousings, and abominable
idolatries. They think it is strange that you
don’t run with them into the same excess of
riot, blaspheming: who will give account to
him who is ready to judge the living and the
dead.

20



Sin
Romans 3:10-12

As it is written, “There is no one righteous;
no, not one. There is no one who
understands. There is no one who seeks after
God. They have all turned aside. They have
together become unprofitable. There is no
one who does good, no, not, so much as
one.”

John 3:19-21

This is the judgment, that the light has come
into the world, and men loved the darkness
rather than the light; for their works were
evil. For everyone who does evil hates the
light, and doesn’t come to the light, lest his
works would be exposed. But he who does
the truth comes to the light, that his works
may be revealed, that they have been done
in God.

21
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Matthew 13:40-42

As therefore the darnel weeds are gathered
up and burned with fire; so will it be at the
end of this age. The Son of Man will send
out his angels, and they will gather out of his
Kingdom all things that cause stumbling,
and those who do iniquity, and will cast
them into the furnace of fire. There will be
weeping and the gnashing of teeth.

Galatians 6:7-8

Don’t be deceived. God is not mocked, for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
For he who sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption. But he who sows
to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal
life.
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Hebrews 9:27

Inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die
once, and after this, judgment,

Matthew 22:14

For many are called, but few chosen.

2 Corinthians 4:3-4

Even if our Good News is veiled, it is veiled
in those who perish; in whom the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the
unbelieving, that the light of the Good News
of the glory of Christ, who 1s the image of
God, should not dawn on them.

23
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Forgiveness and Salvation

John 3:16-18

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God didn’t send his Son into the world
to judge the world, but that the world should
be saved through him. He who believes in
him is not judged. He who doesn’t believe
has been judged already, because he has not
believed in the name of the one and only
Son of God.

John 14:2-4

In my Father’s house are many homes. If it
weren’t so, I would have told you. I am
going to prepare a place for you. If I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again,

25
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and will receive you to myself; that where I
am, you may be there also. Where I go, you
know, and you know the way.

John 14:6

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father,
except through me.”

John 3:36

He who believes in the Son has eternal life;
but he who does not obey the Son shall not
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.

Acts 4:12

There is salvation in none other, for neither

26
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is there any other name under heaven, that is
given among men, by which we must be
saved!

Revelation 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
then I will come in to him, and will dine
with him, and he with me.

Psalms 103:12

As far as the east is from the west, so far has
he removed our transgressions from us.

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and

27



Forgiveness and Salvation

righteous to forgive us the sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Romans 4:7-8

Blessed are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is
the man whom the Lord will by no means
charge with sin.

1 Timothy 1:15-16

The saying is faithful and worthy of all
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
However, for this cause I obtained mercy,
that in me first, Jesus Christ might display
all his patience, for an example of those who
were going to believe in him for eternal life.
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John 8:12

Again, therefore, Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “I am the light of the world. He who
follows me will not walk in the darkness,
but will have the light of life.”

John 12:46

I have come as a light into the world, that
whoever believes in me may not remain in
the darkness.

Luke 7:47

Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are
many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But
to whom little is forgiven, the same loves
little.
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John 5:24

Most certainly I tell you, he who hears my
word, and believes him who sent me, has
eternal life, and doesn’t come into judgment,
but has passed out of death into life.

John 11:25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and
the life. He who believes in me will still
live, even if he dies.”

Matthew 11:28-30

Come to me, all you who labor and are
heavily burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart; and you
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.
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John 10:11

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep.

John 10:27-29

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me. I give eternal life to
them. They will never perish, and no one
will snatch them out of my hand. My Father,
who has given them to me, is greater than
all. No one is able to snatch them out of my
Father’s hand.

Luke 19:10

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save
that which was lost.
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Mark 10:45

For the Son of Man also came not to be
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.
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Faith Alone

Ephesians 2:8-9

for by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, not of works, that no one would
boast.

Romans 3:20

Because by the works of the law, no flesh
will be justified in his sight. For through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.

Romans 3:28

We maintain therefore that a man is justified
by faith apart from the works of the law.
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Romans 11:6

And if by grace, then it is no longer of
works; otherwise grace is no longer grace.
But if it is of works, it is no longer grace;
otherwise work is no longer work.

Galatians 2:16

yet knowing that a man is not justified by
the works of the law but through faith in
Jesus Christ, even we believed in Christ
Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in
Christ, and not by the works of the law,
because no flesh will be justified by the
works of the law.

Galatians 3:11-14

Now that no man is justified by the law
before God is evident, for, “The righteous
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will live by faith.” The law is not of faith,
but, “The man who does them will live by
them.”

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
law, having become a curse for us. For it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a
tree,” that the blessing of Abraham might
come on the Gentiles through Christ Jesus;
that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith.

Galatians 2:21

I don’t make void the grace of God. For if
righteousness is through the law, then Christ
died for nothing!”

35
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Repentance and
Righteousness

Mark 1:14-15

Now after John was taken into custody,
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the
gospel of the Kingdom of God, and saying,
"The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of
God is at hand! Repent, and believe in the
gospel.”

1 Peter 3:12

For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous, and his ears open to their prayer;
but the face of the Lord is against those who
do evil.

37



Repentance and Righteousness

James 5:19-20

Brothers, if any among you wanders from
the truth, and someone turns him back, let
him know that he who turns a sinner from
the error of his way will save a soul from
death, and will cover a multitude of sins.

Matthew 4:17

From that time, Jesus began to preach, and
to say, “Repent! For the Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand.”

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
after righteousness, for they shall be filled.
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Luke 5:31-32

Jesus answered them, “Those who are
healthy have no need for a physician, but
those who are sick do. I have not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”

Luke 13:5

I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, you
will all perish in the same way.

Luke 15:10

Even so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner repenting.
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Revelation 3:19

As many as I love, I reprove and chasten. Be
zealous therefore, and repent.
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Regeneration

Titus 3:3-7

For we were also once foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving various lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful,
and hating one another. But when the
kindness of God our Savior and his love
toward mankind appeared, not by works of
righteousness, which we did ourselves, but
according to his mercy, he saved us, through
the washing of regeneration and renewing
by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on
us richly, through Jesus Christ our Savior;
that, being justified by his grace, we might
be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.
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1 Corinthians 2:14

But a natural man does not accept the things
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness
to him, and he cannot understand them,
because they are spiritually appraised.

Galatians 5:16-17

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will
not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that you may
not do the things that you please.

Galatians 5:24-25

Those who belong to Christ have crucified
the flesh with its passions and lusts. If we
live by the Spirit, let’s also walk by the
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Spirit.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and that you are
not your own? For you have been bought
with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body.

Romans 8:5-8

For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the
things of the Spirit. For the mind of the flesh
is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and
peace; because the mind of the flesh is
hostile towards God; for it is not subject to
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God’s law, neither indeed can it be. Those
who are in the flesh can’t please God.

Romans 8:16-17

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit
that we are children of God; and if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ; if indeed we suffer with him, that we
may also be glorified with him.

1 John 3:24

And the one who keeps His commandments
abides in Him, and He in him. And we know
by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit
whom He has given us.
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2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old things have passed away.
Behold, all things have become new.

Romans 8:9

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if it is so that the Spirit of God dwells in
you. But if any man doesn’t have the Spirit
of Christ, he is not his.
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Trust God

2 Corinthians 12:7-9

By reason of the exceeding greatness of the
revelations, that I should not be exalted
excessively, there was given to me a thorn in
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment
me, that I should not be exalted excessively.
Concerning this thing, I begged the Lord
three times that it might depart from me. He
has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Most gladly therefore I will
rather glory in my weaknesses, that the
power of Christ may rest on me.

Luke 12:29-34

Don’t seek what you will eat or what you
will drink; neither be anxious. For the
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nations of the world seek after all of these
things, but your Father knows that you need
these things. But seek God’s Kingdom, and
all these things will be added to you. Don’t
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. Sell
that which you have, and give gifts to the
needy. Make for yourselves purses which
don’t grow old, a treasure in the heavens
that doesn’t fail, where no thief approaches,
neither moth destroys. For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

James 4:7-8

Be subject therefore to God. But resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near
to God, and he will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify
your hearts, you double-minded.
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Romans 11:33-34

Oh the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and the knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past tracing out! “For who has known
the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his
counselor?”

1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has taken you except what is
common to man. God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted above what you
are able, but will with the temptation also
make the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it.

Matthew 22:37-40

Jesus said to him, ““You shall love the Lord
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your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the
first and great commandment. A second
likewise is this, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” The whole law and
the prophets depend on these two
commandments.”

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to
you; not as the world gives, give I to you.
Don’t let your heart be troubled, neither let
it be fearful.

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ, who
strengthens me.
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Forgiving Others

Matthew 6:14-15

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if
you don’t forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

Galatians 6:1-2

Brothers, even if a man is caught in some
fault, you who are spiritual must restore
such a one in a spirit of gentleness; looking
to yourself so that you also aren’t tempted.
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.
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Luke 6:27-37

But I tell you who hear: love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, and pray for those who
mistreat you. To him who strikes you on the
cheek, offer also the other; and from him
who takes away your cloak, don’t withhold
your coat also. Give to everyone who asks
you, and don’t ask him who takes away your
goods to give them back again.

As you would like people to do to you, do
exactly so to them. If you love those who
love you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. If
you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners
do the same. If you lend to those from whom
you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive
back as much. But love your enemies, and
do good, and lend, expecting nothing back;
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and your reward will be great, and you will
be children of the Most High; for he is kind
toward the unthankful and evil.

Therefore be merciful, even as your Father
is also merciful. Don’t judge, and you won’t
be judged. Don’t condemn, and you won’t
be condemned. Set free, and you will be set
free.

Romans 12:17-21

Repay no one evil for evil. Respect what is
honorable in the sight of all men. If it is
possible, as much as it is up to you, be at
peace with all men. Don’t seek revenge
yourselves, beloved, but give place to God’s
wrath. For it is written, “Vengeance belongs
to me; I will repay, says the Lord.”
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Therefore, If your enemy is hungry, feed
him. If he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in
doing so, you will heap coals of fire on his
head.

Don’t be overcome by evil, but overcome
evil with good.

Mark 11:25-26

Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you
have anything against anyone; so that your
Father, who is in heaven, may also forgive
you your transgressions. But if you do not
forgive, neither will your Father in heaven
forgive your transgressions.
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God's Law

Psalms 19:7

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple.

Psalms 1:1-2

How blessed is the man who does not walk
in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in
the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of
scoffers! But his delight is in the law of the
LORD, And in His law he meditates day and
night. [NASB]

Romans 7:7
What shall we say then? Is the law sin? May
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it never be! However, I wouldn’t have
known sin, except through the law. For I
wouldn’t have known coveting, unless the
law had said, “You shall not covet.”

Romans 3:19

Now we know that whatever the Law says,
it speaks to those who are under the Law,
that every mouth may be closed, and all the
world may become accountable to God;

Romans 3:21

Do we then nullify the Law through faith?
May it never be! On the contrary, we
establish the Law.
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Matthew 5:17-18

Don’t think that I came to destroy the law or
the prophets. I didn’t come to destroy, but to
fulfill. For most certainly, I tell you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not even one
smallest letter or one tiny pen stroke shall in
any way pass away from the law, until all
things are accomplished.

1 John 5:2-5

By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and keep his
commandments. For this is the love of God,
that we keep his commandments. His
commandments are not grievous. For
whatever is born of God overcomes the
world. This is the victory that has overcome
the world: your faith. Who is he who
overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?
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John 14:15

If you love me, keep my commandments.

John 15:14

You are my friends, if you do whatever |
command you.

John 14:21

One who has my commandments, and keeps
them, that person is one who loves me. One
who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love him, and will reveal myself
to him.
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False Wisdom

Matthew 7:26-27

Everyone who hears these words of mine,
and doesn’t do them will be like a foolish
man, who built his house on the sand. The
rain came down, the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat on that house; and it
fell—and great was its fall.

1Timothy 6:20

Timothy, guard that which is committed to
you, turning away from the empty chatter
and oppositions of the knowledge which is
falsely so called;

59



False Wisdom
Isaiah 47:10

For you have trusted in your wickedness;
you have said, No one sees me; your
wisdom and your knowledge, it has
perverted you, and you have said in your
heart, I am, and there is none else besides
me.

Job 21:13-15

They spend their days in prosperity. In an
instant they go down to Sheol. They tell
God, ‘Depart from us, for we don’t want to
know about your ways. What is the
Almighty, that we should serve him? What
profit should we have, if we pray to him?’

Luke 10:21

In that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy
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Spirit, and said, “I thank you, O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that you have hidden
these things from the wise and
understanding, and revealed them to little
children. Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight.”

2 Corinthians 4:3-4

Even if our Good News is veiled, it is veiled
in those who perish; in whom the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the
unbelieving, that the light of the Good News
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God, should not dawn on them.

Romans 1:22-25

Professing themselves to be wise, they
became fools, and traded the glory of the
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incorruptible God for the likeness of an
image of corruptible man, and of birds, and
four-footed animals, and creeping things.
Therefore God also gave them up in the lusts
of their hearts to uncleanness, that their
bodies should be dishonored among
themselves, who exchanged the truth of God
for a lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 1:18-19

For the word of the cross is foolishness to
those who are dying, but to us who are saved
it is the power of God. For it is written, “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, [ will
bring the discernment of the discerning to
nothing.”
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1 Corinthians 3:18-20

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone thinks
that he is wise among you in this world, let
him become a fool, that he may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is written, “He
has taken the wise in their craftiness.” And
again, “The Lord knows the reasoning of the
wise, that it is worthless.”

1 Corinthians 2:4-5

My speech and my preaching were not in
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
that your faith wouldn’t stand in the wisdom
of men, but in the power of God.
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2 Timothy 4:3-5

For the time will come when they will not
listen to the sound doctrine, but, having
itching ears, will heap up for themselves
teachers after their own lusts; and will turn
away their ears from the truth, and turn aside
to fables. But you be sober in all things,
suffer hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, and fulfill your ministry.

Galatians 1:6-10

I marvel that you are so quickly deserting
him who called you in the grace of Christ to
a different “good news”; and there isn’t
another “good news.” Only there are some
who trouble you, and want to pervert the
Good News of Christ. But even though we,
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or an angel from heaven, should preach to
you any “good news” other than that which
we preached to you, let him be cursed. As
we have said before, so [ now say again: if
any man preaches to you any “good news”
other than that which you received, let him
be cursed. For am I now seeking the favor
of men, or of God? Or am I striving to
please men? For if I were still pleasing men,
I wouldn’t be a servant of Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15

For such men are false apostles, deceitful
workers, masquerading as Christ’s apostles.
And no wonder, for even Satan masquerades
as an angel of light. It is no great thing
therefore if his servants also masquerade as
servants of righteousness, whose end will be
according to their works.
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2 Peter 2:1-3

But false prophets also arose among the
people, as false teachers will also be among
you, who will secretly bring in destructive
heresies, denying even the Master who
bought them, bringing on themselves swift
destruction. Many will follow their immoral
ways, and as a result, the way of the truth
will be maligned. In covetousness they will
exploit you with deceptive words: whose
sentence now from of old doesn’t linger, and
their destruction will not slumber.

1 Timothy 6:3-5

If anyone teaches a different doctrine, and
doesn’t consent to sound words, the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine
which is according to godliness, he is
conceited, knowing nothing, but obsessed
with arguments, disputes, and word battles,
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from which come envy, strife, insulting, evil
suspicions, constant friction of people of
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who
suppose that godliness is a means of gain.
Withdraw yourself from such.

1 John 4:1-4

Beloved, don’t believe every spirit, but test
the spirits, whether they are of God, because
many false prophets have gone out into the
world. By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, and every
spirit who doesn’t confess that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is not of God, and this
is the spirit of the Antichrist, of whom you
have heard that it comes. Now it is in the
world already. You are of God, little
children, and have overcome them; because
greater is he who is in you than he who is in
the world.
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2 Corinthians 13:5

Test your own selves, whether you are in the
faith. Test your own selves. Or don’t you
know as to your own selves, that Jesus
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.
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Willful Sin and Hypocrisy

1 John 1:6

If we say that we have fellowship with him
and walk in the darkness, we lie, and don’t
tell the truth.

1 John 2:3-6

This is how we know that we know him: if
we keep his commandments. One who says,
“I know him,” and doesn’t keep his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn’t
in him. But whoever keeps his word, God’s
love has most certainly been perfected in
him. This is how we know that we are in
him: he who says he remains in him ought
himself also to walk just like he walked.
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Titus 1:15-16

To the pure, all things are pure; but to those
who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is
pure; but both their mind and their
conscience are defiled. They profess that
they know God, but by their works they
deny him, being abominable, disobedient,
and unfit for any good work.

Mark 7:6-7

He answered them, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written,
“This people honors me with their lips, but
their heart is far from me. But in vain do
they worship me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.””
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Matthew 7:1-5

Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged.
For with whatever judgment you judge, you
will be judged; and with whatever measure
you measure, it will be measured to you.
Why do you see the speck that is in your
brother’s eye, but don’t consider the beam
that is in your own eye? Or how will you tell
your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck
from your eye;’ and behold, the beam is in
your own eye? You hypocrite! First remove
the beam out of your own eye, and then you
can see clearly to remove the speck out of
your brother’s eye.

Luke 21:34

So be careful, or your hearts will be loaded
down with carousing, drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and that day will come on
you suddenly.
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Luke 8:14

That which fell among the thorns, these are
those who have heard, and as they go on
their way they are choked with cares, riches,
and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to
maturity.

Matthew 7:20-23

Therefore by their fruits you will know
them. Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” will enter into the Kingdom of
Heaven; but he who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. Many will tell me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy
in your name, in your name cast out demons,
and in your name do many mighty works?’
Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew you.
Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’
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1 Corinthians 5:11

But as it is, I wrote to you not to associate
with anyone who is called a brother who is a
sexual sinner, or covetous, or an idolater, or
a slanderer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner.
Don’t even eat with such a person.

Malachi 2:17

You have wearied Yahweh with your words.
Yet you say, ‘How have we wearied him?’ In
that you say, ‘Everyone who does evil is
good in the sight of Yahweh, and he delights
in them;’ or ‘Where is the God of justice?’

Romans 6:1-2

What shall we say then? Shall we continue
in sin, that grace may abound? May it never
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be! We who died to sin, how could we live
in it any longer?

Hebrews 10:26-31

For if we sin willfully after we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remains no more a sacrifice for sins, but a
certain fearful expectation of judgment, and
a fierceness of fire which will devour the
adversaries. A man who disregards Moses’
law dies without compassion on the word of
two or three witnesses. How much worse
punishment, do you think, will he be judged
worthy of, who has trodden under foot the
Son of God, and has counted the blood of
the covenant with which he was sanctified
an unholy thing, and has insulted the Spirit
of grace? For we know him who said,
“Vengeance belongs to me,” says the Lord,
“I will repay.” Again, “The Lord will judge
his people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into
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the hands of the living God.
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Worldliness

1 John 2:15-17

Don’t love the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the Father’s love isn’t in him. For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, isn’t the
Father’s, but is the world’s. The world is
passing away with its lusts, but he who does
God’s will remains forever.

James 4:14

Whereas you don’t know what your life will
be like tomorrow. For what is your life? For

you are a vapor, that appears for a little time,
and then vanishes away.
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Colossians 3:2

Set your mind on the things that are above,
not on the things that are on the earth.

James 4:4

You adulterers and adulteresses, don’t you
know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants
to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.

Matthew 10:32-33

Everyone therefore who confesses me
before men, him I will also confess before
my Father who is in heaven. But whoever
denies me before men, him I will also deny
before my Father who is in heaven.
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1 Corinthians 15:33

Don’t be deceived! Evil companionships
corrupt good morals.

2 Corinthians 6:14-18

Don’t be unequally yoked with unbelievers,
for what fellowship have righteousness and
iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with
darkness? What agreement has Christ with
Belial? Or what portion has a believer with
an unbeliever? What agreement has a temple
of God with idols? For you are a temple of
the living God. Even as God said, “I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will
be their God, and they will be my people.”
Therefore ‘Come out from among them, and
be separate,’ says the Lord. ‘Touch no
unclean thing. I will receive you. I will be to
you a Father. You will be to me sons and
daughters,’
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Colossians 2:8

Be careful that you don’t let anyone rob you
through his philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the elements of
the world, and not after Christ.

1 John 4:5-6

They are of the world. Therefore they speak
of the world, and the world hears them. We
are of God. He who knows God listens to us.
He who is not of God doesn’t listen to us.
By this we know the spirit of truth, and the
spirit of error.

Romans 12:2

Don’t be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what is the good,
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well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.
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Living the Way God Wants
Us to Live

1 Thessalonians 5:22

Abstain from every form of evil.

1 Thessalonians 5:17

Pray without ceasing.

Colossians 3:5-17

Put to death therefore your members which
are on the earth: sexual immorality,
uncleanness, depraved passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry; for
which things’ sake the wrath of God comes
on the children of disobedience. You also
once walked in those, when you lived in
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them; but now you also put them all away:
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and shameful
speaking out of your mouth. Don’t lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old
man with his doings, and have put on the
new man, who is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of his Creator,
where there can’t be Greek and Jew,
circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, bondservant, freeman; but Christ
is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, a heart of compassion,
kindness, lowliness, humility, and
perseverance; bearing with one another, and
forgiving each other, if any man has a
complaint against any; even as Christ
forgave you, so you also do.

Above all these things, walk in love, which

86



Living the Way God Wants Us to Live

is the bond of perfection. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to which also you
were called in one body; and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your heart to
the Lord.

Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father, through him.

1 Corinthians 10:24

Let no one seek his own, but each one his
neighbor’s good.
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Matthew 5:14-16

You are the light of the world. A city located
on a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do you
light a lamp, and put it under a measuring
basket, but on a stand; and it shines to all
who are in the house. Even so, let your light
shine before men; that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is
in heaven.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is patient and is kind; love doesn’t
envy. Love doesn’t brag, is not proud,
doesn’t behave itself inappropriately, doesn’t
seek its own way, is not provoked, takes no
account of evil; doesn’t rejoice in
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.

88



Living the Way God Wants Us to Live

2 Corinthians 5:15

He died for all, that those who live should
no longer live to themselves, but to him who
for their sakes died and rose again.

Philippians 2:14-15

Do all things without murmurings and
disputes, that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom you are
seen as lights in the world,

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12

For even when we were with you, we
commanded you this: “If anyone will not
work, neither let him eat.” For we hear of
some who walk among you in rebellion,
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who don’t work at all, but are busybodies.
Now those who are that way, we command
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that
with quietness they work, and eat their own
bread.

Romans 6:16

Don’t you know that to whom you present
yourselves as servants to obedience, his
servants you are whom you obey; whether
of sin to death, or of obedience to
righteousness?

Galatians 5:22-26

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faith,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who belong to
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Christ have crucified the flesh with its
passions and lusts. If we live by the Spirit,
let’s also walk by the Spirit. Let’s not
become conceited, provoking one another,
and envying one another.

Romans 13:8-12

Owe no one anything, except to love one
another; for he who loves his neighbor has
fulfilled the law.

For the commandments, ““You shall not
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,”
“You shall not steal,” “You shall not give
false testimony,” “You shall not covet,” and
whatever other commandments there are, are
all summed up in this saying, namely, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love
doesn’t harm a neighbor. Love therefore is
the fulfillment of the law. Do this, knowing
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the time, that it is already time for you to
awaken out of sleep, for salvation is now
nearer to us than when we first believed.
The night is far gone, and the day is near.
Let’s therefore throw off the works of
darkness, and let’s put on the armor of light.

Hebrews 10:24-25

Let us consider how to provoke one another
to love and good works, not forsaking our
own assembling together, as the custom of
some is, but exhorting one another; and so
much the more, as you see the Day
approaching.

Hebrews 13:2

Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers,
for in doing so, some have entertained
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angels without knowing it.

2 Timothy 2:22

Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace with
those who call on the Lord out of a pure
heart.

Matthew 7:13-14

Enter in by the narrow gate; for wide is the
gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and many are those who enter in
by it. How narrow is the gate, and restricted
is the way that leads to life! Few are those
who find it.
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1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has taken you except what is
common to man. God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted above what you
are able, but will with the temptation also
make the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it.
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Anger and Strife

2 Corinthians 12:20

For I am afraid that by any means, when |
come, I might find you not the way I want
to, and that I might be found by you as you
don’t desire; that by any means there would
be strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger,
factions, slander, whisperings, proud
thoughts, riots;

Ephesians 4:26

“Be angry, and don’t sin.” Don’t let the sun
go down on your wrath,

Colossians 3:8

but now you also put them all away: anger,
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wrath, malice, slander, and shameful
speaking out of your mouth.

2 Timothy 2:23-26

But refuse foolish and ignorant questionings,
knowing that they generate strife. The
Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but be
gentle towards all, able to teach, patient, in
gentleness correcting those who oppose him:
perhaps God may give them repentance
leading to a full knowledge of the truth, and
they may recover themselves out of the
devil’s snare, having been taken captive by
him to his will.

Matthew 5:21-26

You have heard that the ancients were told,
"You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever
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commits murder shall be liable to the court.'
But I say to you that everyone who is angry
with his brother shall be guilty before the
court; and whoever shall say to his brother,
'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme
court; and whoever shall say, "You fool,'
shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery
hell. If therefore you are presenting your
offering at the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you,
leave your offering there before the altar,
and go your ways; first be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and present your
offering. Make friends quickly with your
opponent at law while you are with him on
the way, in order that your opponent may
not deliver you to the judge, and the judge to
the officer, and you be thrown into prison.
Truly I say to you, you shall not come out of
there, until you have paid up the last cent.
[NASB]
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Divorce

Matthew 19:4-9

He answered, “Haven’t you read that he who
made them from the beginning made them
male and female, and said, ‘For this cause a
man shall leave his father and mother, and
shall join to his wife; and the two shall
become one flesh?” So that they are no more
two, but one flesh. What therefore God has
joined together, don’t let man tear apart.”

They asked him, “Why then did Moses
command us to give her a bill of divorce,
and divorce her?”

He said to them, “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, allowed you to
divorce your wives, but from the beginning
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it has not been so. I tell you that whoever
divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits
adultery; and he who marries her when she
is divorced commits adultery.”

Matthew 5:31-32

And it was said, "Whoever sends his wife
away, let him give her a certificate of
divorce'; but I say to you that everyone who
divorces his wife, except for the cause of
unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and
whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery.
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Lying and Language

Matthew 12:34-36

You offspring of vipers, how can you, being
evil, speak good things? For out of the
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.
The good man out of his good treasure
brings out good things, and the evil man out
of his evil treasure brings out evil things. I
tell you that every idle word that men speak,
they will give account of it in the day of
judgment

Colossians 3:8-9

but now you also put them all away: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and shameful
speaking out of your mouth. Don’t lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old
man with his doings,

101



Lying and Language

Ephesians 5:3-4

But sexual immorality, and all uncleanness,
or covetousness, let it not even be mentioned
among you, as becomes saints; nor
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting,
which are not appropriate; but rather giving
of thanks.

Matthew 15:18-19

But the things which proceed out of the
mouth come out of the heart, and they defile
the man. For out of the heart come forth evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual sins,
thefts, false testimony, and blasphemies.
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James 4:11-12

Don’t speak against one another, brothers.
He who speaks against a brother and judges
his brother, speaks against the law and
judges the law. But if you judge the law, you
are not a doer of the law, but a judge. Only
one is the lawgiver, who is able to save and
to destroy. But who are you to judge
another?

James 3:5-12

So also the tongue is a small part of the
body, and yet it boasts of great things.
Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by
such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire,
the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set
among our members as that which defiles
the entire body, and sets on fire the course of
our life, and is set on fire by hell. For every
species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and
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creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been
tamed by the human race. But no one can
tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full
of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord
and Father; and with it we curse men, who
have been made in the likeness of God; from
the same mouth come both blessing and
cursing. My brethren, these things ought not
to be this way. Does a fountain send out
from the same opening both fresh and bitter
water? Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce
olives, or a vine produce figs? Neither can
salt water produce fresh. [NASB]

Ephesians 4:29

Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your
mouth, but such as is good for building up as
the need may be, that it may give grace to
those who hear.
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Luke 6:45

The good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings out that which is good, and
the evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart brings out that which is evil, for out of
the abundance of the heart, his mouth
speaks.

Matthew 5:33-37

Again you have heard that it was said to
them of old time, ‘You shall not make false
vows, but shall perform to the Lord your
vows,” but I tell you, don’t swear at all:
neither by heaven, for it is the throne of
God; nor by the earth, for it is the footstool
of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city
of the great King. Neither shall you swear
by your head, for you can’t make one hair
white or black. But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’
and your ‘No’ be ‘No.” Whatever is more
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than these is of the evil one.

Revelation 21:8

But for the cowardly, unbelieving, sinners,
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their part is
in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur,
which is the second death.”
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Lust

1 Corinthians 6:18-20

Flee sexual immorality! “Every sin that a
man does is outside the body,” but he who
commits sexual immorality sins against his
own body. Or don’t you know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which is
in you, which you have from God? You are
not your own, for you were bought with a
price. Therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Romans 1:26-27

For this reason, God gave them up to vile
passions. For their women changed the
natural function into that which is against
nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the
natural function of the woman, burned in
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their lust toward one another, men doing
what is inappropriate with men, and
receiving in themselves the due penalty of
their error.

Matthew 5:27-28

You have heard that it was said, “You shall
not commit adultery;’ but I tell you that
everyone who gazes at a woman to lust after
her has committed adultery with her already
in his heart.

1 Thessalonians 4:3-5

For this is the will of God: your
sanctification, that you abstain from sexual
immorality, that each one of you know how
to possess himself of his own vessel in
sanctification and honor, not in the passion
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of lust, even as the Gentiles who don’t know
God;

Ephesians 5:5

Know this for sure, that no sexually immoral
person, nor unclean person, nor covetous
man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance
in the Kingdom of Christ and God.
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Parental Discipline

Proverbs 13:24

One who spares the rod hates his son, but
one who loves him is careful to discipline
him.

Proverbs 22:15

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child: the
rod of discipline drives it far from him.

Proverbs 23:13-14

Don’t withhold correction from a child. If
you punish him with the rod, he will not die.
Punish him with the rod, and save his soul
from Sheol.
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Proverbs 29:15

The rod of correction gives wisdom, but a
child left to himself causes shame to his
mother.

Proverbs 29:17

Correct your son, and he will give you
peace; yes, he will bring delight to your
soul.

Ephesians 6:1-3

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for
this 1s right. “Honor your father and
mother,” which is the first commandment
with a promise: “that it may be well with
you, and you may live long on the earth.”
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Ephesians 6:4

You fathers, don’t provoke your children to
wrath, but nurture them in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord.

Colossians 3:20-21

Children, obey your parents in all things, for
this pleases the Lord. Fathers, don’t provoke
your children, so that they won’t be
discouraged.

Hebrews 12:5-11

and you have forgotten the exhortation
which reasons with you as with children,
“My son, don’t take lightly the chastening of
the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved
by him; For whom the Lord loves, he
chastens, and scourges every son whom he
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receives.”

It is for discipline that you endure. God
deals with you as with children, for what son
is there whom his father doesn’t discipline?
But if you are without discipline, of which
all have been made partakers, then are you
illegitimate, and not children. Furthermore,
we had the fathers of our flesh to chasten us,
and we paid them respect. Shall we not
much rather be in subjection to the Father of
spirits, and live? For they indeed, for a few
days, punished us as seemed good to them;
but he for our profit, that we may be
partakers of his holiness. All chastening
seems for the present to be not joyous but
grievous; yet afterward it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness to those who have
been exercised thereby.
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Pride

2 Corinthians 10:17-18

But “he who boasts, let him boast in the
Lord.” For it isn’t he who commends
himself who is approved, but whom the
Lord commends.

James 4:6

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says,
“God resists the proud, but gives grace to
the humble.”

James 4:10

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and he will exalt you.
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Malachi 4:1

"For behold, the day is coming, burning like
a furnace; and all the arrogant and every
evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is
coming will set them ablaze," says the
LORD of hosts, "so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch." [NASB]

Ezekiel 16:49-50

Behold, this was the iniquity of your sister
Sodom: pride, fullness of bread, and
prosperous ease was in her and in her
daughters; neither did she strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy. They were
haughty, and committed abomination before
me: therefore I took them away as I saw
good.
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1 Peter 5:5-7

Likewise, you younger ones, be subject to
the elder. Yes, all of you clothe yourselves
with humility, to subject yourselves to one
another; for “God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble.” Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand
of God, that he may exalt you in due time;
casting all your worries on him, because he
cares for you.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29

For you see your calling, brothers, that not
many are wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, and not many noble; but God
chose the foolish things of the world that he
might put to shame those who are wise. God
chose the weak things of the world, that he
might put to shame the things that are
strong; and God chose the lowly things of
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the world, and the things that are despised,
and the things that are not, that he might
bring to nothing the things that are: that no
flesh should boast before God.
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Materialism and the Pursuit
of Wealth

1 John 3:17-18

But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees
his brother in need, and closes his heart of
compassion against him, how does the love
of God remain in him? My little children,
let’s not love in word only, neither with the
tongue only, but in deed and truth.

1 Timothy 6:6-10

But godliness with contentment is great
gain. For we brought nothing into the world,
and we certainly can’t carry anything out.
But having food and clothing, we will be
content with that. But those who are
determined to be rich fall into a temptation
and a snare and many foolish and harmful
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lusts, such as drown men in ruin and
destruction. For the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evil. Some have been led
astray from the faith in their greed, and have
pierced themselves through with many
SOITOWS.

1 Timothy 6:17-19

Charge those who are rich in this present
world that they not be haughty, nor have
their hope set on the uncertainty of riches,
but on the living God, who richly provides
us with everything to enjoy; that they do
good, that they be rich in good works, that
they be ready to distribute, willing to
communicate; laying up in store for
themselves a good foundation against the
time to come, that they may lay hold of
eternal life.
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Hebrews 13:5-6

Be free from the love of money, content
with such things as you have, for he has
said, “I will in no way leave you, neither
will I in any way forsake you.” So that with
good courage we say, “The Lord is my
helper. I will not fear. What can man do to
me?”

Matthew 6:1-3

Be careful that you don’t do your charitable
giving before men, to be seen by them, or
else you have no reward from your Father
who is in heaven. Therefore when you do
merciful deeds, don’t sound a trumpet
before yourself, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may
get glory from men. Most certainly I tell
you, they have received their reward. But
when you do merciful deeds, don’t let your
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left hand know what your right hand does,

Matthew 6:19-21

Don’t lay up treasures for yourselves on the
earth, where moth and rust consume, and
where thieves break through and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consume, and
where thieves don’t break through and steal;
for where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.

Revelation 3:15-19

I know your works, that you are neither cold
nor hot. I wish you were cold or hot. So,
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot
nor cold, I will vomit you out of my mouth.
Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have gotten
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riches, and have need of nothing;’ and don’t
know that you are the wretched one,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked; I counsel
you to buy from me gold refined by fire, that
you may become rich; and white garments,
that you may clothe yourself, and that the
shame of your nakedness may not be
revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes,
that you may see. As many as I love, |
reprove and chasten. Be zealous therefore,
and repent.

Luke 12:15

He said to them, “Beware! Keep yourselves
from covetousness, for a man’s life doesn’t
consist of the abundance of the things which
he possesses.”
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James 3:14-16

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your heart, don’t boast and don’t
lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that
which comes down from above, but is
earthly, sensual, and demonic. For where
jealousy and selfish ambition are, there is
confusion and every evil deed.

James 4:3

You ask, and don’t receive, because you ask
with wrong motives, so that you may spend
it for your pleasures.

Luke 12:19-21

'T will tell my soul, “Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years. Take your
ease, eat, drink, be merry.”
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But God said to him, ‘You foolish one,
tonight your soul is required of you. The
things which you have prepared—whose
will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward God.

Matthew 16:26

For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or
what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?

Mark 10:24-25

The disciples were amazed at his words. But
Jesus answered again, “Children, how hard

is it for those who trust in riches to enter into
the Kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel
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to go through a needle’s eye than for a rich
man to enter into the Kingdom of God.”

James 5:1-5

Come now, you rich, weep and howl for
your miseries that are coming on you. Your
riches are corrupted and your garments are
moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver are
corroded, and their corrosion will be for a
testimony against you, and will eat your
flesh like fire. You have laid up your
treasure in the last days. Behold, the wages
of the laborers who mowed your fields,
which you have kept back by fraud, cry out,
and the cries of those who reaped have
entered into the ears of the Lord of Armies.
You have lived delicately on the earth, and
taken your pleasure. You have nourished
your hearts as in a day of slaughter.
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Witnessing

2 Timothy 1:7-10

For God didn’t give us a spirit of fear, but of
power, love, and self-control. Therefore
don’t be ashamed of the testimony of our
Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but endure
hardship for the Good News according to
the power of God, who saved us and called
us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus
before times eternal, but has now been
revealed by the appearing of our Savior,
Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and
brought life and immortality to light through
the Good News.
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2 Timothy 4:2

preach the word; be urgent in season and out
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with
all patience and teaching.

2 Timothy 2:24-26

The Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but be
gentle towards all, able to teach, patient, in
gentleness correcting those who oppose him:
perhaps God may give them repentance
leading to a full knowledge of the truth, and
they may recover themselves out of the
devil’s snare, having been taken captive by
him to his will.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Every Scripture is God-breathed and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
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correction, and for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

Luke 10:2

Then he said to them, “The harvest is indeed
plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray
therefore to the Lord of the harvest, that he
may send out laborers into his harvest.”

Matthew 28:19-20

Go, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all things that I commanded
you. Behold, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age.
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Persecution

2 Timothy 3:12

Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

John 15:18-21

If the world hates you, you know that it has
hated me before it hated you. If you were of
the world, the world would love its own. But
because you are not of the world, since I
chose you out of the world, therefore the
world hates you. Remember the word that I
said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
lord.” If they persecuted me, they will also
persecute you. If they kept my word, they
will keep yours also. But all these things
will they do to you for my name’s sake,
because they don’t know him who sent me.
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Luke 10:3

Go your ways. Behold, I send you out as
lambs among wolves.

Matthew 5:10-12

Blessed are those who have been persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are you when
people reproach you, persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely, for my
sake. Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven. For that is
how they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

1 Peter 5:8-9

Be sober and self-controlled. Be watchful.
Your adversary, the devil, walks around like
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may

132



Persecution

devour. Withstand him steadfast in your
faith, knowing that your brothers who are in
the world are undergoing the same
sufferings.

1 Peter 4:12-19

Beloved, don’t be astonished at the fiery
trial which has come upon you, to test you,
as though a strange thing happened to you.
But because you are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings, rejoice; that at the revelation of
his glory you also may rejoice with
exceeding joy. If you are insulted for the
name of Christ, you are blessed; because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. On
their part he is blasphemed, but on your part
he is glorified. For let none of you suffer as
a murderer, or a thief, or an evil doer, or a
meddler in other men’s matters. But if one
of you suffers for being a Christian, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in
this matter. For the time has come for
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judgment to begin with the household of
God. If it begins first with us, what will
happen to those who don’t obey the Good
News of God? “If it is hard for the righteous
to be saved, what will happen to the ungodly
and the sinner?” Therefore let them also
who suffer according to the will of God in
doing good entrust their souls to him, as to a
faithful Creator.

2 Chronicles 15:7

But you, be strong and do not lose courage,
for there is reward for your work. [NASB]

John 16:33

I have told you these things, that in me you
may have peace. In the world you have
oppression; but cheer up! I have overcome
the world.
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